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For over a decade The Old Vic has developed and 
delivered dynamic, relevant and responsive education 
and community projects that provide stimulating and 
bespoke opportunities for people from a diverse range 
of backgrounds. 

Our renowned projects support schools, teachers, young 
people and the over 60s, offering high quality theatre and 
enrichment experiences. We do this through free theatre 
tickets, tailored learning experiences at the theatre, in the 
classroom and online, and innovative employability and  
training programmes.

Our social mission is woven into the fabric of The Old Vic 
and what we do. We champion creative approaches to social 
mobility, education and engagement, mental health and 
wellbeing, seeking to support people to be the best they  
can be.
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Matinee Idols offers people aged 60+ living in London 
the opportunity to see a main stage show from  
The Old Vic and take part in a pre-show workshop.

With the number of over 50s experiencing loneliness set 
to increase by 49% from 2015/6 reaching two million by 
2025/26 (Age UK Sep 2018, All the Lonely People),  
The Old Vic developed a project that harnessed the power  
of theatre to create meaningful events for community groups 
for those age 60+ living in London.

Launched in February 2019, Matinee Idols is a free 
membership scheme that gives members access to heavily 
discounted tickets and exclusive events with refreshments. 
Pre-show events are designed to make the main stage show 
feel more accessible, and to enable members to learn a new 
skill and build connections with other members as well as a 
connection to The Old Vic. 

In March 2020 The Old Vic had to close its doors due to 
COVID-19. At this time we were unable to offer show visits 
so we developed OV Pen Pals, an intergenerational project 
connecting Matinee Idols members with primary school 
children through a creative writing project. To further support 
our members we started a monthly newsletter and offered 
workshops and resources via our newly established online 
Education Hub.
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‘ This is my first time at the Matinee Idols it 
feels like an inclusive, supportive way to 
engage elderly people who may not have 
the opportunity to enjoy an afternoon 
show at The Old Vic’ Matinee Idols Member

4
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01               Create opportunities 
for over 60s living in 
London to connect 
with others reducing 
feelings of isolation  
and loneliness 

02               Develop a programme 
that could continue 
to work with our 
Community Company 
participants age 60+ 
as well as engage 
more people over 60 
in London, attracting 
a new local audience 
making theatre more 
accessible to those 
from a diverse range of 
socio-economic and 
ethnic backgrounds 

03               To build a stronger 
connection with 
members by offering 
opportunities to be 
involved in wider  
Old Vic initiatives

6
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01 CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE OVER 60s LIVING 
IN LONDON TO CONNECT WITH OTHERS REDUCING 
FEELINGS OF ISOLATION AND LONELINESS

Between Feb 2019 and Mar 2020  
The Old Vic invited Matinee Idols to watch 
six productions and take part in six pre-show 
workshops. Each workshop was designed 
to be different from the last and engage our 
members in practical and fun activities giving 
them an opportunity to learn a new skill whilst 
socialising with other members. For each 
engagement we had a minimum of 37 places 
available which increased to 100 places by 
the third event.

In February 2019 we held our first Matinee 
Idols event. The pre-show introductory 
workshop invited participants to make new 
connections and contribute ideas on the 
future workshops and events this programme 
could run. This was followed by a short talk 
from Julia Locascio, the Associate Baylis 
Director for The Old Vic production  

The American Clock, about the themes 
of the Arthur Miller play and her role in 
directing it, followed by an open question and 
answer session. We originally had 40 tickets 
allocated for this engagement but, due to 
demand increased this to 75. 53 people 
also attended the pre-show event with 
refreshments. 

 ‘This has been a great opportunity to be heard 
and our views welcomed. As well as being 
able to attend a great show at The Old Vic’ 
Matinee Idols Member

For the next event held in May 2019 we 
welcomed 37 Matinee Idols from four local 
community groups. The pre-show workshop 
was a singing workshop attended by 33 
participants and led by Oli Jackson, a world 
renowned musical director and pianist, 

and learnt songs to reflect the era the 
production was set in. Following the matinee 
performance participants were given the 
unique opportunity to be able to perform on 
The Old Vic stage and sing to an audience 
of Old Vic staff. This was a highlight for many 
members as they were able to perform on 
the same set they had just seen Sally Field 
and Bill Pullman perform on for All My Sons.
In July 2019 we held a gender clowning 
workshop led by theatre maker, cabaret 
and drag practitioner, Daisy Hale. As two 
characters in The Old Vic production of 
Present Laughter swapped gender roles, 
Daisy challenged participants to explore their 
inner man or woman and begin to understand 
why this may be a significant decision for this 
production. We also developed a relationship 
with local community hub Waterloo Action 
Centre, inviting their attendees and hiring 

their accessible space to enable us to invite 
more participants along to the workshop part 
of the day. 99 people watched the production 
with 51 also attending the workshop.   

 ‘By the way of exercises/roles, Daisy asked 
us to engage in, we met new people —  
how I laughed and learnt a little of how it 
might feel to be the opposite gender’  
Matinee Idols Member

In response to a participant’s request to 
dance, and to mirror a scene from A Very 
Expensive Poison, the next pre-show 
workshop guided participants through  
some classic ballroom dancing steps, led by 
former world champion Raymond Root.  
On Wednesday 11 September 2019, 116 
people watched the matinee performance 
with 72 people also attending the workshop. 
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To celebrate the festive season and mark  
the end of the Matinee Idols’ first year,  
we arranged a full day of events on Friday  
06 December 2019. Thanks to the Free 
Food Scheme from Tesco we were awarded 
a £100 voucher to supply our Matinee Idols 
members with a free Christmas brunch 
buffet to kickstart the day. We were joined by 
Musical Director and pianist Dylan Townley, 
who led us in a sing-along and all attendees 
were taught actions to the 12 Days of 
Christmas carol. We hosted a Q&A session 
with the Musical Director of A Christmas 
Carol, Oli Jackson before watching the 
matinee performance.

Afterwards one of our intergenerational 
choirs taking part in the 12 Choirs of 
Christmas programme performed their carol 
concert in the foyer of The Old Vic with free 
tea, coffee and mince pies. This concert, and 
Matinee Idols Christmas event, finished with 
the 12 Days of Christmas carol with actions, 
performed by the choir, the public who had 

joined us and the Matinee Idols members. 
100 members watched the production and 
71 attended the pre-show activities. 

 ‘The Matinee Idols is a brilliant idea from 
the Old Vic. It’s great that we are not called 
Elders or Oldies. We are people and we 
meet as friends’ Matinee Idols Member 

For our final event we sold 131 tickets for a 
writing workshop led by actor and writer Temi 
Wilkey followed by the matinee performance 
of Endgame in a double bill with Rough for 
Theatre II. Unfortunately the situation with 
the pandemic escalated and we had to 
cancel this. Participants were offered links 
to watch the production pre-recorded at 
home or given a refund and we created a 
writing workshop that was accessible online. 
We have continued to stay in touch with 
our Matinee Idols members through monthly 
emails and created an intergenerational 
programme called OV Pen Pals to keep them 
feeling connected.

‘ Staff are very welcoming. A fun, friendly 
place to come and enjoy some fun 
activities with no pressure. To get 
together with others, to socialise,  
always leave feeling happy and lightened. 
Very enjoyable and good for me mentally’ 
Matinee Idols Member

10
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02 DEVELOP A PROGRAMME THAT COULD CONTINUE TO 
WORK WITH OUR COMMUNITY COMPANY PARTICIPANTS 
AGE 60+ AS WELL AS ENGAGE MORE PEOPLE OVER 
60 IN LONDON, ATTRACTING A NEW LOCAL AUDIENCE 
MAKING THEATRE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO THOSE FROM 
A DIVERSE RANGE OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND ETHNIC 
BACKGROUNDS

The Old Vic has a strong track record of 
delivering community programmes for  
people from a range of backgrounds.  
As well as being able to continue to engage 
previous community participants we wanted 
to welcome new audiences from a range of 
backgrounds to engage with The Old Vic.  
In order to achieve this, we carried out 
targeted outreach by email, phone and direct 
mail to community groups for those age 60+ 
living in London. We developed a relationship 
with Age UK Lambeth and Age UK Lewisham 
and Southwark who have promoted Matinee 
Idols across South London. Across West 
London we have connected with Open Age 
who have members from Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Kensington and Chelsea and 
Westminster. We also reached out to care 

homes through the Central & Cecil Housing 
Trust who have care homes and residential 
accommodation all over London. 1000 flyers 
were sent to community centres including 
Waterloo Action Centre as well as promoting 
to the community members that took part in 
our 12 Choirs of Christmas intergenerational 
programme. In addition to this, Matinee Idols 
has been promoted through our social media 
channels and our Take Part mailing list, which 
has over 34,000 people signed up. 

 ‘It is absolutely fabulous to be able to come 
together with people of different ethnic, 
cultural and racial backgrounds in the spirit 
of community. So, I am grateful for this 
charity!’ Matinee Idols Member

To be able to gauge socio-economic status 
we have taken guidance from the Civil 
Service Diversity and Inclusion strategy: 
Measuring Socio-economic Background in 
your Workforce — recommended measures 
for use by employers. We captured data 
that included ‘parental qualifications’ and 
‘school attended at the age of 16’ as a 
way of evaluating our success in attracting 
community members from a variety of  
socio-economic backgrounds. Over the  
last 20 months we have built a membership 
list of 291 individuals and eight community 
groups who regularly attend Matinee Idols 
events from Blackfriars Settlement,  
Central and Cecil Housing Trust, Coin Street,  
My Social in Brixton, Open Age, Southwark 
Carers, Time and Talents and Waterloo 
Action Centre. 

 ‘This has been great fun, very enjoyable, 
lovely to get together with a nice crowd of 
people, and the entertainment had everybody 
joining in. Lovely atmosphere. Very glad to 
be here. Thank you for inviting us. I am born 
and bred from the Waterloo area so The Old 
Vic has been part of my life on daily walks 
to lower marsh. I have now retired and am 
so thankful to be able to now go and see 
productions in The Old Vic. Thank you  
very much’ Matinee Idols Member
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03 TO BUILD A STRONGER CONNECTION WITH MEMBERS 
BY OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES TO BE INVOLVED IN WIDER 
OLD VIC INITIATIVES.

12 CHOIRS OF CHRISTMAS 
Prior to the pandemic, in addition to the show 
visits and workshops, we invited Matinee 
Idols members to form a new choir to take 
part in our intergenerational programme 12 
Choirs of Christmas. 26 members signed up 
and were matched with local primary school 
Oasis Academy Johanna to take part in two 
rehearsals and then perform their concert in 
the foyer of The Old Vic in December 2019. 
The first rehearsal began with a drama game 
to encourage participants to find out about 
each other and students were encouraged 
to meet as many community members as 
possible. Musical Directors then moved on 
to a vocal and physical warm up to keep 
participants active followed by learning the 
agreed song list. They learnt the melodies 
of five songs together and choreographed 
actions. 

The carol concert was free for audience 
members and the Musical Director 
connected the participants and audience 
members together through a celebratory 
group sing-along at the end of each concert. 
23 people attended their concert and The 
Old Vic provided free tea, coffee, mince pies 
and biscuits as well as festive Christmas hats 
and carol song sheets for everyone in the 
audience to participate as well. 

 ‘Thank you for the refreshments and brunch 
today. The singing practice was very 
welcome and especially the actions.  
I’m looking forward to the show and choral 
performance. I’ve learned there are many 
more activities The Old Vic conduct.  
I’ll be turning up more often in future’ 
Matinee Idols Choir Member 

Matinee Idols Choir members also joined 
Clapham Manor Primary School choir and 
Southwark Playhouse Elders performing for 
the second time at the highest attended carol 
concert of the series with an audience of 84. 

OV PEN PALS 
In response to the global pandemic and the 
closure of the theatre, The Old Vic started an 
intergenerational pen pal scheme connecting 
our Matinee Idols members with key worker 
children still attending primary school.  
As the planned Matinee Idols event in March 
2020 was cancelled and members needed to 
shield, it was vital to facilitate this connection 
to reduce the growing feeling of isolation 
amongst the over 60s. Pen pals were given 
the option of writing letters by post or email 
to get to know each other and were given a 
creative challenge every two weeks. 

28 people over the age of 60 wrote to 
students from six schools: St Fidelis Catholic 
Primary School; Tower Bridge Primary 
School, Snowsfields Primary School,  
St James’ CE Primary School and  
St George’s School Windsor Castle. 

 ‘I got my pen pal response. Was absolutely 
in happy tears. How beautiful. Thank you for 
facilitating this’ Community Member Pen Pal

In addition, Matinee Idols members received 
a monthly newsletter with updates from 
The Old Vic Education & Community team, 
information on other activities available to 
take part in within the industry and free 
workshops and activities via our Education 
Hub. The Education & Community team  
also reached out by phone to those that  
had requested additional support. 
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 16% 
of attendees had 
never visited  
The Old Vic before

84+16A

291 
Matinee Idols  
members

427 
£5 tickets

280 
pre-show workshop 
/event attendees

38% 
stated they didn’t 
regularly attend 
any theatre

62+38A

96% 
of members said 
they would like to 
take part in future 
events

4+96A

86% 

We chose to evaluate Matinee Idols based 
on the Five Ways to Wellbeing principle 
developed by the New Economics 
Foundation. 

The Five Ways to Wellbeing are a set of 
evidence-based public mental health messages 
aimed at improving mental health and wellbeing 
of the whole population. They state that mental 
health and wellbeing will improve if we are able 
to learn, to take notice, to connect, to give and to  
be active in our lives. 

As the programme developed over the last 
20 months, we also developed our evaluation 
process and consulted with an external 
evaluator. Therefore, some of the statements 
used to evaluate the Five Ways to Wellbeing 
may differ between events.

of attendees rated the workshop and 
events as good, very good or excellent

THE AMERICAN CLOCK
Introduction to Matinee Idols and Q&A event with Associate Baylis 
Director Julia Locascio

87% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
learnt something 
new today’

13+87A
78% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with  
the statement  
‘I feel valued in  
this group’

22+78A
78% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
connected with 
new people’

22+78A

81% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
been active’

19+81A
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ALL MY SONS
Singing workshop with Musical Director Oli Jackson

79% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
connected with 
new people’

20+80A
57% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
been more active 
than usual today’

43+57A
93% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Overall 
I have enjoyed this 
event’

7+93A

PRESENT LAUGHTER
Gender clowning workshop led by Theatre Maker Daisy Hale

86% 
rated the workshop 
good, very good or 
excellent

14+86A
70% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
learnt something 
new today’

30+70A
74% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I feel 
valued in this 
group’

26+74A

71% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
connected with 
new people’

29+71A
35% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
been more active 
than usual today’

65+35A
90% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Overall 
I have enjoyed this 
event’

10+90A
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 100% 
rated the workshop 
good, very good or 
excellent

0+100A
93% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
learnt something 
new today’

7+93A
64% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I feel 
valued in this 
group’

36+64A
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A VERY EXPENSIVE POISON
Ballroom dancing workshop led by Dancer Raymond Root

78% 
rated the workshop 
good, very good or 
excellent

22+78A
70% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Taking 
part has taught me 
something new’

30+70A
70% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Taking 
part has made me 
more interested 
in learning new 
things’

30+70A

57% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with  
the statement  
‘I felt valued and 
appreciated in  
the group’

43+57A
47% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with  
the statement  
‘I contributed in  
the group and/ 
or workshop’

53+47A
82% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement  
‘Taking part has 
connected me  
with other people 
in the group’

18+82A

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Christmas brunch, event and carol concert 

 100% 
rated the workshop 
good, very good or 
excellent

0+100A
73% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Taking 
part has taught me 
something new’

27+73A
83% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Taking 
part has made me 
more interested 
in learning new 
things’

17+83A

92% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with  
the statement  
‘I felt valued and 
appreciated in the 
group’

8+92A
92% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement  
‘I contributed in 
the group and/or 
workshop’

8+92A
 100% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Taking 
part has connected 
me with other  
people in the group’

0+100A

68% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
been active today’

32+68A
84% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Overall 
I have enjoyed 
taking part’

17+83A
 100% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘I have 
been active today’

0+100A
 100% 
Agreed or Strongly 
Agreed with the 
statement ‘Overall  
I have enjoyed  
taking part’

0+100A
 100% 
Stated that taking 
part had a positive 
impact on their 
wellbeing

0+100A
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7%
under 59

AGE

 19%
65–69    

12% 
60–64

 1%
self-identified  
by another term

GENDER

23%
identified as male    

75% 
identified as female

 19%
70–74    

21%
75–79    

 18%
80–84    

4%
85–89    
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 1%
identified as  
non-binary

8%
identified  
as another term

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

2%
identified as  
gay/lesbian    

80% 
identified as  

heterosexual

 10%
preferred not to say

4+7+18+19+12+19+21A
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

8%
preferred not  
to say

35%
were the first 
person in their 
immediate family 
(other than 
siblings) to go to 
University    

36% 
didn’t go to university

21%
were not the first 
person in their 
immediate family 
to go to University

EDUCATION

4%
preferred  
not to say

27%
attended a 
Grammar school    

45% 
attended a State/ 
Comprehensive/  

Faith/Academy

 15%
attended another 
type of school

9%
attended an 
Independent/ 
Private school

DISABILITY

26% 

identified as being D/deaf or disabled (70% No and 4% Prefer not 
to say)

57% 

have a long term health condition (40% No and 3% prefer not to say). 
From that 57%:

35% 
have a long term 
health condition

65+35A
30% 
chose not to 
answer

70+30A
 18% 
have another 
condition

82+18A

8% 
have hearing loss

92+8A
3% 
were blind or partially sighted/
have a mental health condition/
have a physical impairment

97+3A
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ETHNICITY LOCATION

36%
Lambeth

2%
Barnet

31%
Southwark

2%
Camden

5%
Croyden

    12%
Other London 
boroughs

4%
Wandsworth

3%
Bexley

2%
Brent

2%
Lewisham

1%
Outside London

4% 
Identified as  
Another Ethnicity

65% 
Identified as White

55%
White British

6%
White Irish

3%
White European

1%
Another White background

 16% 
Identified as  
Black

6%
Black Afro- 
Caribbean

4%
Black British

4%
Black Caribbean

1%
Black African

1%
Creole

 3% 
Preferred not to say

 1% 
Identified as 

Chinese

 1% 
Identified as Indian

1+16+10+1+4+3+65A
 10% 
Identified as  
Mixed/Multiple 
Ethnicities

1%  
Black Caribbean/ 
White

4%  
Asian British

1%  
British Chinese

4%  
another mixed/ 
multiple heritage
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Matinee Idols has given its members the opportunity to 
connect with others and improve their mental health and 
wellbeing. 

100% of participants stated that taking part in a Matinee Idols event 
had a positive impact on their wellbeing and 81% agreed or strongly 
agreed they had connected with people over the five events. 

 ‘Thank you for putting on the show today so that people can come  
out and meet other people, who would be sitting in on their own.  
An excellent social occasion good to get out of the house and mix 
with others. Great for mind and body’ Matinee Idols Member

 ‘I have to say that I am struggling with all this now. Who could have 
imagined this when we were singing with our schools! Still the PP 
connection is really nice’ Matinee Idols & OV Pen Pals Member 

In total, Matinee Idols delivered five pre-show workshops and events 
for 280 people, four with tea/coffee, wine and biscuits and one with 
a full Christmas buffet, and sold 427 £5 tickets. Designed around the 
five ways to wellbeing — Connect, Be Active, Learn, Give and Take 
Notice, each of the five events scored highly across all five areas and 
96% of participants stated they wanted to take part in future Old Vic 
events.

 ‘I enjoy attending The Old Vic’s events for older people. It is a chance 
to meet and talk to new people. Your generosity uplifts my spirit and is 
good for our wellbeing. Thank you very much really enjoyed the event’ 
Matinee Idols Member

Attract a new local audience and make theatre more 
accessible to those from a diverse range of socio-economic 
and ethnic backgrounds. 

The Old Vic sits on the boundary between the boroughs of Lambeth 
and Southwark and Matinee Idols has been proactive in welcoming 
local residents age 60+ into the building. With 36% of participants 
living in Lambeth and 31% living in Southwark, the local community 
accounts for 67% of Matinee Idols members. 

Through our Equal Opportunity Monitoring survey, we know that  
35% of Matinee Idols members stated they were the first generation  
to attend university, 21% stated their parents had attended university 
and 36% of participants haven’t been to university themselves with 
8% preferring not to answer. In addition to this 45% of participant’s 
attended a state, comprehensive, faith or academy school at age 16, 
27% attended a grammar school, 9% attended an independent or

private school, 15% attended another type of school and 4% preferred 
not to say indicating participants were from varying socio-economic 
backgrounds. 

Each workshop and event has been inclusive and accessible with 
57% of participants having a long term health condition and 26% 
identifying as being D/deaf or disabled. All workshops have been run 
in an accessible space and activities tailored to fit all abilities. We also 
ensure participants use the accessible entrance to the theatre and 
accessible seats if needed.  

 ‘I have only just joined the Matinee Idols and am beyond delighted 
and excited to become a member. I love theatre, I love music and  
I love people — already I’ve sung in an all age choir met interesting 
and like-minded people and am about to visit the theatre. For £5.  
I feel blessed. Thank you, thank you, thank you’ Matinee Idols Member
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30 31

Well hats off to The Old Vic yet again! I must admit  
to having been a little reluctant to sign up for  
Matinee Idols, a group for over 60’s who love 
theatre. Although I fit both of those categories very 
well, I just never want to be put in a box with a label 

on it according to my age. Eventually though you have to accept that 
while you might think your brain is still in its 30’s your birth certificate 
tells you something different. 

Matinee Idols has been great, meeting up with friends and trying new 
things has opened up new doors and allowed us to see great theatre 
at a fraction of the price we’d have to find to go normally. Started in 
early 2019 we’ve been invited along to virtually every major production 
at The Old Vic not only to see the shows — in the afternoon of course! 
But to be part of workshops around the themes of the play at the time. 
We’ve heard from creatives involved in the shows, been taught songs 
of the 30’s and terrifyingly had to sing them on stage. Luckily for us  
but unluckily for the poor unfortunate front of house staff who kindly 
stayed behind to listen to us torture the life out of once popular songs. 
I did miss the dancing workshop but heard it was great fun. 

A really lovely piece of intergenerational get togethers was the  
12 Choirs of Christmas where we got to sing with local primary school 
children in the foyer of The Old Vic. Just a couple of rehearsals was 
all it took to produce a heart-warming combination of old and young 
singers. And given the Matinee Idols enthusiasm we were even able 
to support another choir whose numbers had dropped on the day. 
Getting everyone together for a Christmas buffet lunch was a great 
opportunity to meet old friends and get in the Christmas spirit before 
heading off to experience the spirits of Christmas past, present and 
future. 

Unfortunately we didn’t get the chance to take part in the writing 
workshop before we were supposed to see EndGame in a double bill 
with Rough For Theatre II due to the lockdown starting but hopefully 
we’ll be able to meet up again soon, swap lockdown stories and  
come up with new ideas for how we celebrate being that bit older,  
live theatre and The Old Vic.

I signed up for Matinee Idols because it appealed 
to me greatly on so many levels. Being of mature 
years, but still embracing all my years it invited me 
first because of the title. This spoke of being cared 
for, cared about, valued, maybe even a little bit 

treasured. Having a job where I work from home, it was a wonderful 
invitation to join a group of people of a similar age group, who have a 
similar love of theatre. Living on my own I realised, and embraced the 
possibility of making new friends. 

The amazing value of being a Matinee Idol member is such a small 
amount to pay for such a wonderful array of things to see do and even 
participate in. I joined the Matinee Idol Choir at Christmas which was 
so much fun and delight, joining our voices with the children in the 
rehearsal, and the performance being able to wear some Christmassy 
things and just enjoy the joy of joining voices, young and old. I truly 
loved every minute of it.

I loved A Christmas Carol, a completely original production that 
one felt a part of. Having had a talk from the musical director at our 
matinee Christmas party, which was very special, as he said that the 
most challenging thing he had to do was to organise the bell ringers 
and why this was so challenging, enabled the possibility of such a 
deep appreciation of every scene the bell ringers rang. For me this 
was almost magical. 

Taking part in Matinee Idols has made me feel a part of something very 
unique and very special. 
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WELCOME MORE DIVERSE AUDIENCES 
We have established a strong and loyal predominantly local group of 
Matinee Idols Members. Going forward we would like to reach those 
in other London boroughs as well as from other Black, Asian and other 
minority ethnic backgrounds to support The Old Vic’s social mission to 
welcome diverse audiences. We will begin this process by developing 
our partnership networks.

DEVELOP THE PRE-SHOW WORKSHOPS 
AND EVENTS TO ENGAGE MORE 
MEMBERS 
As the membership list increases we recognise that members will  
have different interests and may want to engage in different ways.  
We will look to continue working with Waterloo Action Centre hiring 
two accessible spaces so that we can offer a workshop as well as 
a social space for members to gather and connect. As part of this 
we will involve a sharing of the content learnt or developed in the 
workshop space with the other members. The Christmas buffet was  
so well received we would look to include this at matinee events in 
future. The Matinee Idols Choir Members fed back that they really 
valued being able to take part in something separate from the 
Old Vic production. By creating more bespoke events for Matinee 
Idols members, the programme can develop a more extensive and 
connected community of over 60s across London.  

 ‘So far so good! Draws me out. I don’t often take part in large groups. 
Thanks for the invitation. From an 83 year old (young!) female  
— Looking forward to future invitations’ Matinee Idols Member

CONTINUED SUPPORT DURING  
THE PANDEMIC 
Due to the pandemic, Matinee Idols members will be unable to attend 
the theatre until it is safe for The Old Vic to open. We will therefore 
ensure our offering of programmes for this age group are varied and 
inclusive. The IN CAMERA series has seen The Old Vic produce plays 
live on the stage accessible to patrons via Zoom. We will provide 
100 free Zoom links exclusively for Matinee Idols members for the In 
Camera version of A Christmas Carol. As part of this event we will 
provide a post show online space where members can reconnect and 
talk about their experience of the production as well as hear first-hand 
from a member of the creative team what it was like making theatre 
at this time. To ensure this viewing and event is accessible we will 
provide a free Zoom tutorial workshop and be on hand to support 
members on the day. 

As Matinee Idols Choir members highlighted the impact of music on 
their wellbeing and the 12 Choirs of Christmas programme has been 
unable to run in 2020, we will create an alternative intergenerational 
programme online that brings primary school students and community 
members aged 60+ together through music and singing. This 
programme will be centred around the theme of kindness, include 
principles of the five ways of wellbeing and involve up to four 
workshops or events. These events will see participants contribute 
to the composition of a unique song, get active by choreographing 
actions to the song and learn a melody and lyrics. This programme 
will culminate in an event where students and community members 
are able to connect in person, if government restrictions permit at this 
time. If participants are unable to mix at this time, we will organise 
smaller standalone events within government restrictions either 
in person or online. This programme will also provide free online 
workshops, videos, activities and resources via our online Education 
Hub that will be used to encourage primary schools and community 
members age 60+ to engage with The Old Vic. 

Following its success during lockdown, OV Pen Pals will return at the 
start of the new school year continuing to connect isolated over 60s 
with primary school students through letters, emails and Zoom calls. 
We will look to expand this programme to start working internationally 
and work with SEND school The Michael Tippett School and College 
to make it accessible for their students. 

This programme is generously supported by PwC and  
The Worshipful Company of Grocers.
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